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Welcome Everyone



Why this matters 
to me?

• First member of direct 
family to go to university.

• Academia was not a 
common route beyond 18 
at my school

• Wish I had known more –
it is a scary decision.

• Our students deserve to 
have every option 
available to them.

• It is for everyone

• Proud and ambitious of 
what our students can 
achieve.



First ever platinum 
academy meeting

Less than 30-40% put 
their hands up 
when asked if they were 
considering university 
as a post 18 option.





We started with a survey



Survey Results

50% stated that neither parent had completed higher-level education

80% stated that their child had expressed an interest in going to university

50% stated their child had expressed an interest in degree apprenticeships

90% stated that they would welcome additional advice about higher 
education pathways to support their child





“I won’t fit in, I’m not a 
higher education person. 
It’s not for me.”

• Over 50% of young people go to 
university

• Students come from all backgrounds

• Extra support, bursaries, and 
mentoring are available

• If you want to go, you belong

University can be for anyone, 
including you.



The goals of today

To help families 
understand higher 
education and 
support their young 
people

01
To challenge some 
common 
perceptions of 
higher education

02
To help families 
encourage 
ambition in their 
young people

03



Some key 
things to 
explore

• What is Higher Education?
• Why young people may choose higher 

education
• University and degree apprenticeships
• Understanding the cost of university and 

student finance
• How school choices and opportunities 

can support a future higher education 
pathway

• How students and families can explore 
opportunities and find out more



Some things to know…

• All routes in life can bring financial 
success and happiness

• Apologies if some information is 
simple and broad

• Some topics naturally have 
different viewpoints

• Information is correct now, but 
things will always change

“This evening is not about 
deciding your child’s 
future. It’s about helping 
families understand the 
landscape a little earlier.”

















What is 
Higher 
Education?





Some useful definitions
• Bachelor’s degree – A qualification gained 

from completing level 6
• Master’s degree – A qualification gained from 

completing level 7
• A Graduate – Someone who has completed 

level 6
• University – An institution that provides higher 

education
• Apprenticeship – A full-time paid job – The 

employer pays for your further or higher 
education – Usually at a fixed college or 
university

• Higher Education – All of the above or just 
parts of it



Why Young 
People Might 
Consider Higher 
Education?

•Access to careers
•Higher earning potential
• Independence & control
•Becoming an expert
•Academic rigor
•Personal growth





What is 
University?

• Study a subject in depth
• Academic or vocational
• Independent learning
• 3-4 years dedicated study
• Study home or away
• Thousands of courses & 

possible destinations



Degree Examples

Paramedic Science – University or Apprenticeship
Vocational, hands-on healthcare degree leading directly into a 
profession.

History & Politics – University
Broad academic degree developing research, analysis, 
communication and critical thinking skills across many career areas.

Mechanical Engineering – University or Apprenticeship
Technical and problem-solving degree linked to industries such as 
manufacturing, aerospace, automotive and energy.



What is a 
Degree 
Apprenticeship?

• Full time job 
• + a degree
• 3-6 years
• Earn a salary
• No tuition fees
• Real work experience







Degree 
Apprenticeship 
Challenges

• Far fewer places
• Highly competitive
• Employer-led applications
• Balancing work & study
• A strong application profile 

is often needed



Quick 
Comparison



Keeping both doors open

• University = structured, 
widely available

• Degree apprenticeships = 
competitive, limited

• Build a strong application 
profile so both are an 
option









Bursaries & Extra Support

“As a university we actively 
want talented students 
from all backgrounds to 
succeed, and we aim to 
provide financial support to 
help them do so.”

• University Bursaries

• Scholarships

• Contextual Offers

• DSA Support





Ways to start 
exploring & 
encouraging

• Light research using university websites, company 
websites and Xello

• Explore university summer schools and virtual work 
experiences (Springpod / Futures For All)

• Engage with careers teams in school and college to 
explore careers

• Talk to people already on these pathways

• Keep doors open through strong GCSEs, attendance

• Read beyond lessons and explore interests 
independently

• Take part in enrichment, clubs, volunteering and 
competitions where possible

• Ask questions and stay curious about opportunities
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