[image: ]BEETHOVEN ‘PATHETIQUE’
1ST MOVEMENT FROM PIANO SONATA NO. 8 IN C MINOR 




Tempo & Dynamics
Wide use of tempo and dynamics which are constantly changing.
Used to enhance the mood.
Many accelerando & rallentandos
Many crescendos and diminuendos




Context
Beethoven was the composer to push boundaries and move music into the Romantic Era – composed in late 18th Century
Pathetique means moving and emotional
Romantic Features – wide range of instrument, wide variety of tempo, dynamics & texture, modulations to unexpected keys









Instrumentation & Techniques
Piano Sonata
Use of pedal notes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wide range of piano used




Sonata Form & Tonality
Intro 
10 bars of homophonic chords
Exposition
1st subject – C Minor
Bridge
2nd Subject – Eb Minor (traditionally Eb Major)
Development
Drama – many modulations 
Recapitulation
1st subject – C Minor 
Bridge
2nd Subject – F Minor-C Minor (should be tonic key)
Coda
Begins with the original theme

                                                                                                                  Melody
Two contrasting themes for 1st and 2nd subject
Some imitation between left and right hands
Some use of ornamentation


Texture  
Wide use of texture which are constantly changing
Use of mono, homo, hetro, polyphonic textures

Harmony 
Interrupted cadence in the intro
Perfect cadence at the end
Extended chords to create drama
Use of pedal notes
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