Instrumentation
Soprano (high female voice)
Harpsichord – ground bass[image: Image result for harpsichord]
Bass viol/Cello
Lute
Basso Continuo
[image: http://www.pianostreet.com/search/images_tn/composers/purcell.jpg]PURCELL: MUSIC FOR A WHILE (1692) 
BAROQUE MUSIC. From the play “Oedipus”. 




Context
The Oedipus Legend – son kills father and marries mother then kills himself. Alecto the goddess was sent to punish him. This song is sung to calm Alecto until she drops her whip and snakes fall from her hair.




Structure
ABA ternary 
Uses 3 bar ground bass

[image: Image result for medusa]                                                                                                                  Melody
Mainly conjunct/stepwise movement
Descending sequence “eternal”
Ornaments e.g. trills and mordents
Text setting/word painting
“eternal” – repetition/long duration/MELISMA wiggles between 2 notes = hypnotic
“drop” – repeated and descends like water drops
Mainly SYLLABIC throughout
Dissonance (harmony) on word “pains”

Baroque features
Ground bass	Terraced dynamics	Tierce de Picardie
Instruments	Ornaments
Texture and dynamics 
Melody and accompaniment generally.
No dynamics (terraced in Baroque – loud or soft)


Harmony and tonality
A minor in A section          C Major in B Section
Modulates to related keys e.g. dinner with relatives.
Tierce de Picarde (raised 3rd making cadence point sound major in a minor key).
Perfect cadence at end
Ground bass rises (from the dead!)
Dissonances

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tempo and rhythm
Slow (solemn mood)
4/4
Quavers predominantly 
Syncopation “drop”
Minims used for ground bass
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