
KS4 Key structures Knowledge organiser 

1. Use more complex connectives 

.Pendant que j’étais la = while I was there 

.Ce que je trouve fascinant = what I find 

fascinating 

.Ayant dit cela = having said that 

2. Use a variety of pronouns 

.J’en fais deux fois par jour = I do it twice a day 

.J’y vais chaque semaine = I go there every week 

.J’y habite depuis un an = I have lived there for a 

year 

.J’y suis allé(e) avec = I went there with 

.Ainsi que je le disais = As I was saying 

.Je l’ai aimé = I liked it 

 

 
3. Include at least 2 examples of subjunctive 

.il faut que je fasse = I must do 

.bien que ce soit = although it is 

.il faudrait que j’aille = I should go 

.pour que je puisse = So I can  

.il faut que je devienne = I must become 

. 

 
4. Use a variety of opinion structures 

.Je pense que = I think that 

.Je dirais que = I would say that 

.J’ai trouvé que = I have found that 

.on m’a dit que = I have been told that 

.il faut avouer que = you have to admit that 

.il va de soi que = it goes without saying 

.il me semble que = it seems to me that 

. 

 

5. Include a SI clause using the imperfect and 

conditional 

.si j’avais de l’argent, j’achèterais = If I had the 

money, I would buy 

.si j’avais le choix je changerais = If I had the choice 

I would change 

.si je pouvais choisir j’aurais = if I could choose, I 

would have 

 

 6. Use avant de  + infinitive = before doing 

something 

.avant de partir = before leaving 

.avant d’y aller = before going there 

.avant de faire mes devoirs = before doing my h/w 

. 

 

 

7. Use after having + past participle 

.après avoir fait = after having done 

.après avoir visité = after having visited 

.après être allé = after having been/gone 

.après être arrive = after having arrived 

. 

 

 

8. “je viens de” + infinitive = I have just 

.je viens de manger = i have just eaten 

.je viens d’acheter = i have just bought 

.je viens de passer = i have just spent (time) 

 

. 

 

 

9. vary the connective “because” 

(étant) donné que / car / parce que / vu que / 

puisque / considérant que / comme 

 

. 

10. idiomatic phrases 

.quand les poules auront les dents = 

when pigs fly 

. j’en ai marre = I’m fed up (of it) 

. je parle français comme une vache 

espagnole = I speak french awfully 

.il pleut des cordes = it’s raining cats 

and dogs 

.j’ai le trac = I am nervous 

.j’ai le cafard = I’m fed up 

.il est maigre comme un clou = he is a 

skinny as a rake 

 

. 

 

 

11. negatives 

.je n’ai vu personne = i didn’t see 

anyone 

.je n’ai rien acheté = I bought 

nothing 

.je ne vais jamais = I never go 

.je ne lis que = I only read 

Je ne travaille guère = I hardly work 

 

. 

 

 

12. Question words 

Qu’est-ce que (what) / à quelle heure (at 

what time) / quand (when) / combien (how 

much) /où (where) / comment (how) / avec 

qui (who with) 

e.g. où habites-tu ? = where do you live ? 

aimes-tu le sport? = do you like sport? 

à quelle heure commence… = what time 

does…start ? 

ça coûte combien ?= how much does it cost? 

 

 


