	Costume
Naturalistic - Historically accurate, late Edwardian. Stage Directions state that all 5 are in ‘evening dress’ and the men are in ‘tails and white ties’.
Used symbolically to give clues about characters and themes in the play
Expensive materials for Birlings and Gerald. They are luxurious and refined. Historic accuracy works to support the naturalistic nature of the play. Colours can be used to signal emotions or themes to the audience. Red to represent danger, passion or blood, Coment on how lighting affects colours: Under red lights, the colour red looks washed out, under blue lights it can look almost black.
The Women  wearing corsets, forced into sitting up straight, little freedom of movement. Symbolic of women’s position in society. Hair is styled, pinned up – formal and well looked after. They wear traditional dresses, and typical fashions of the era.  
	The Men
Men - evening dress, tails, white ties, ‘buttoned up’, formal; forced to be ‘stuck up’ 
Heavily tailored in wool,  fit perfectly – status, wealth, privilege. Silk handkerchiefs and waistcoats, highly polished (by a maid or servant) black patent leather shoes.

Gerald and Eric – Hair is side parted and slicked – young wealthy men used hair oil at this time to give them a smart and fashionable appearance.
	Gerald - Subtle differences suggest he is highest status, a colourful silk waistcoat – shows confidence in his status. A little more flair because of age/confidence. Different coloured buttons – mother of pearl or moonstone (expensive), Waistcoat colour matches Sheila’s first dress colour to symbolise togetherness in Act 1.

Style - In between the older and younger generation. Antique gold pocket watch shows family history of wealth and status.

	Edna – Maid’s Uniform of the time , grey with a white pinafore. Black stockings, black shoes
Coarse, cheap material – neutral muted colours as if she doesn’t even exist. 
Colours could reflect background colours – she is meant to fade into the background.

Drab, beaten down, plain hair pin in hair to quickly and tidily make herself presentable.
	Mr Birling - Aspires to the upper classes – Hunting buttons on his waistcoat suggest social circles he is beginning to move in. Plain Waistcoat in silk paired with ‘Showy’ pocket watch – want people to know he has money
Plain colours - wants to be seen as a man of traditional values. Uses his handkerchief to mop his brow- suggesting that he feels under pressure.

	Sheila – Gold, elegant Art Deco necklace reflecting her wealth, youth and fashions of the era. Brighter colours symbolising wealth, carefree lifestyle and restricted position as a woman. Changes costume during the play to symbolise changing attitude. Restrictive, pristine/perfect  brightly coloured costume (wealth, high status, restriction of women) ,to a  white looser fitting one shows her shedding (losing) the image of a high status bully and becoming a force for good. 
Make up in the style of the era – runs when she cries, showing audience her sense of guilt.
Sheer sleeves (see through) represent her transparency and honesty. 
Two identical dresses, one immaculate, and one ‘broken down’/ treated to look torn and soiled. Changes into the second dress for Act 2 - creates a visual impression of how the family has been forced to engage with the harsh realities.
Act 3 - Her clothes become less restrictive, her corset is loosened, she is less ‘buttoned up’ – she is freer to express opinions, bring about change.
A white dress with lace - projects to audience an idea of purity, as play progresses in Act 2 and 3, becomes dirtier, communicates her purity and innocence being tarnished. 
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Mrs Birling - A dark tailored dress - serious and unwilling to change.
Pearl earrings, long pearl necklace in rows around her neck, - self-importance, pompousness. Eye catching detail – fringes, ruffles - she wants to feel superior/show off.
Hair up with an accessory – a peacock feather to show arrogance and vanity.
High Neckline, revealing no cleavage - to appear dignified by not revealing too much flesh.  
Layered Fabrics, layers suggest how difficult to get through to her conscience, Dress ages her character, creates old fashioned image, in dress sense and opinions. 
Alternatively, a grey/ pewter coloured dress combined with stiff corset suggests armour –  defensive, rigid,  her wealth protects her from harsh society she lives in.
	Eric – 
clothing becomes more dishevelled as he becomes more drunk and desperate – life in tatters like his costume. handkerchief used and stuffed carelessly back in. 

Symbolises how the family has been forced to engage with the harsh realities of the world around them, just like the destruction of the set around them. 

Character - Wants to be fashionable man about town - Brass buttons with glass inserts on waistcoat, satin or braided  trouser seams were fashionable - reflecting era and youthful desire to be wearing the ‘right thing’. 

Mud on his shoes if he has been outside for some air - to calm down.
	The Inspector – As he enters the room, we could see him taking off his hat, probably a trilby, suggesting his ‘everyman’ status. When he first enters, it covers his eyes and made him seem more mysterious and foreboding.

Dark Earthy colours (Green, Brown, Grey) emphasise his seriousness and trustworthiness.  lots of dark layers,  After each interview/each Act,  he takes off a layer of clothing which symbolises that a weight of responsibility has been taken of his shoulders. Also he is peeling away at the lies until he can uncover the truth. Plain, unshowy tie – supports idea of a ‘plainspeaking’ man.

Coat - a long Mackintosh that covers most of his body symbolises his mysteriousness. He has just come in from a thunderstorm, he brings the outside world in, the thunderstorm is a pathetic fallacy and the Inspector brings a dark and dangerous atmosphere in to the Birlings house.



