SMR/CWO/ppo
29 September 2020

Dear Parent/Carer,
Update: Durrington High School
As the national, local and school picture continues to evolve we thought it important to keep you
informed. The following are essential updates and by working together we will continue to minimise
the risk to our community. We appreciate you taking the time to read this very carefully and then
sharing key information with your son/daughter.
1) Confirmed COVID cases in the school community
In the event of us being informed of a confirmed positive test result (Covid case) within a
member of the school community (staff or student) we have a clear set of processes to
follow. In liaison with DfE/PHE we conduct a prompt and robust Risk Assessment and those
persons (staff and students) within the community who are identified as “close contacts”
will be informed by email of the next steps that they must take. This includes dates of PHE
directed self-isolation period. The name of the individual(s) who are confirmed positive
would never be shared. Please see the useful information for parents form PHE at the end
of this email.
On Monday 28th September we were informed of the first case within our student
community. Please be reassured that all of the steps (as outlined above) were promptly
taken and there was not the requirement to send a year group ‘bubble’ home. All future
confirmed cases will be individually discussed with DfE/PHE and the necessary action taken.
We were able to act so swiftly in this first case as we had the correct contact details for all
parents/carers. Please help us by taking the time to ensure that we have your up to date
email / telephone contact details (especially if these have changed recently).
Whilst we appreciate that isolation may cause short-term difficulties we are all responsible
for doing all we can to protect against the potential spread of Covid.
Learning whilst self-isolating
As you know the quality of work provided on-line last summer was excellent. You will
appreciate it is not possible to ‘live teach’ a student/students whilst they are isolating.
This is how your son/daughter can access work and support:
• Work for students self-isolating can be found in google classrooms under their year
group Home Learning page.
• Students can email their teachers separately if they want any extra support or if they
want to submit any work.
• Homework is accessed through Connect in the usual way.
• Students can email their company tutor/company team should they require any
other support/advice.
All emails from students must be sent via their school email accounts (link available on the
school website), please check that your child knows their own login details and password.
If, for any reason, you require support please contact itservices@durring.com

2) Face coverings
The majority of our students with your support have responded superbly. However, it is
compulsory that ALL students both bring and wear a face covering when inside communal
areas of the building at all times*. We ask all parents/carers to actively support this by
ensuring that your son/daughter brings both a face covering to wear and a spare one which
they can keep safely in their bag/zipped blazer pocket. Initially to support the transition we
supplied some students who had forgotten with face coverings; this is neither sustainable or
essential as nationally we all need to have our own face coverings. From Thursday 1st
October student expectation cards will be signed (which, on the 3rd signature, will lead to a
one-hour expectation detention) if a student fails to bring in and wear a suitable mask/face
covering in school. Both students and staff are suggesting that the fabric style/washable
masks are both more comfortable and durable compared to the disposable versions. Please
be reminded that balaclavas, snoods or coverings/masks that cover the eyes, neck or head
are not appropriate. Facemasks/coverings must be free from offensive language/symbols or
messages.
*We have a very small number of students who, for medical reasons, are exempt (the window to let us know this and provide these
students with an exemption card has now closed).

3) Sanitiser
Please be reminded that we ask students to bring in and use personal bottles of
sanitiser. These will need refilling at home or new bottles purchased. Please support us by
ensuring that your son/daughter brings in a sufficient amount of sanitiser for their daily
personal use. It remains the case that frequent hand washing/sanitising, wearing a mask and
maintaining social distancing are key in preventing the spread of infection. Should they not
have sanitiser there are plenty of sinks where hands can be washed with soap and water.
4) Clubs
As you will appreciate our focus at the moment is to keep everyone as safe as possible.
Regrettably this means we are putting a pause on all extracurricular provision at the current
time. We will update you in due course when we are able to begin provision.

We thank you for all your continued support.
Yours sincerely

Mr C Woodcock
Head of School

Ms S Marooney
Executive Headteacher/CEO DMAT

