SMR/ppo
2 July 2020

Dear Parents/Carers,
Update: 1st July 2020
We continue to follow the government guidance and, as of 1 July 2020, this is the current
position. Detailed guidance will follow nearer the start of term.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support and positive messages over
the past few months. Working together like this has enabled us to ensure the best possible learning
experience for our students during these changing times.
In order to support your future planning, we wanted to share our plans with you, leading up to the
summer and beyond. We want to be as transparent about our planning with you as possible.
This term
As we move towards the end of term, we continue to provide high-quality distance teaching for all
students in years 7-10. We have another planned week of face-to-face lessons with year 10 students
and our key worker & vulnerable provision continues until the end of term. This work has been
planned very carefully to support the planned ‘recovery teaching’ that will be put in place when
students return fully to school. Curriculum Leaders have been working very carefully with their
teams on adjusting the curriculum, to maximise the learning when students return. We thank you for
continuing to support and monitor the work your child is completing.
Summer holidays
The Secretary of State for Education has confirmed that schools will not be opening over the summer
holidays; this includes provision for vulnerable and key worker families. We will be following this
guidance and will be closed for all students over the summer holidays. For those families who are in
receipt of free school meal vouchers, these will continue in the same way. Before the end of term we
will be signposting parents/carers to activities and support from external agencies that will be
available over the summer period.
September
As you will be aware, we are living in ever-changing times, so planning for the future is
complex. We share the government’s aspiration to have all students back to school in September and
we are planning for a range of scenarios which include:

•

The government confirms that it is safe for all students to return to school. We will follow the
guidance, for example: size of bubbles, staggered starts, breaks and lunches, and adapted
timetables/rooming.

•

The government decides that it is not safe for all students to return in September.
In this scenario we would aim to rota children to give students as fair access as possible to
face-to-face sessions. We will implement a blended approach; some students will continue to
work at home, with some students coming into school for face-to-face sessions, in controlled
bubbles. The scale of this will be dependent on the precise guidelines from the government at
the time.

•

If there is another outbreak of Covid-19 over the summer, and the country/region goes into
lockdown, we will revert to distance teaching for all students via Google Classroom, as we
have throughout the lockdown period.

For all scenarios, our extensive risk assessment will be fully reviewed and adjusted, to ensure that all
staff and students are kept safe.
Provisional arrangements for the start to term
If it is safe for all students to return to school the plan will be:
Thursday 3rd September: INSET day (no students in) including updated face-to-face risk
assessment training for staff.
Friday 4th September:
All year groups will be welcomed back into school. This will
be staged throughout the day to support students returning.
Monday 7th September:

The school will be open for all students.

Again, we would like to thank you for your patience and support throughout the pandemic. We will
continue to adjust and refine our plans throughout the summer, as we receive updates from the
government so please continue to check for these communications over the summer.
Yours sincerely,
Ms S Marooney
Executive Headteacher/CEO DMAT

